
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

January 30th, 2022 

4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ 4TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 This coming Wednesday we will celebrate the feast of  the Presentation of  the Lord, also known as 
Candlemas or the Feast of  the Purification of  the Blessed Virgin Mary. This feast finds its origin in the 
second Chapter of  the Gospel of  Luke:  
 

 When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of  Moses, they took him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of  the Lord... Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of  Israel, and the holy Spirit was upon him. It had 
been revealed to him by the holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Messiah of  the Lord. He came in 
the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of  the law in regard to 
him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to 
your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of  all the peoples, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”  
 

 The beauty of  this feast is the way in which it connects both the Old Covenant and the New Cov-
enant, the Mosaic law and the salvation of  the Messiah. In the Mosaic law, a woman who has given birth 
is considered unclean for a period of  forty days– prohibited from entering the temple by reason of  her 
impurity, her entrance after 40 days for a ritual cleansing fulfills the covenant made with the patriarchs.  
As devout Jews, Joseph and Mary fulfill the terms of  the old covenant, and bring Jesus with them in or-
der to consecrate him to the Lord, as is required under the Mosaic law.  

 But the passage shows much more than a simple fulfillment 
of  a moral obligation, for once in the temple they are approached 
by Simeon, a righteous man touched by the Holy Spirit, who sees 
in infant Jesus the sign which he has been waiting for: the Messiah. 
Jesus’ presentation at the temple is both a fulfillment of  the law 
that has been, and a foreshadowing of  the salvation which is to 
come.  

 Also known as Candlemas, this feast is traditionally used to 
bless candles that will be used through the coming year. If  you 
have candles which you would like blessed, please bring them to 
our 5:30 p.m. Mass. In order to respect our liturgical obligations, 
the Mass on Wednesday will be celebrated in the Ordinary Form, 
as is usual on Wednesdays; however, the candle devotion will be 
conducted in Latin. As this feast represents the end of  the forty 
days of  the Christmas cycle, we will be removing our Christmas 
decorations on Wednesday. Last week we stated that we would 
begin removing decorations around noon; please be advised that 
3:00 p.m. is a more rational time.  



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell, Elvira Colistro, Rose Zinkgraf,  Bella Mally, 

Jane Soars, Eleanor Finley, Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Peggy Cloke, Kathy McCarthy, Christopher Pitner, Ken 

Keyes, Wayne Anderson, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

A COMMENTARY FOR 4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

PROPHET TO THE NATIONS 

God’s words in today’s First Reading point us beyond Jeremiah to Jesus. Like Jeremiah, Jesus was conse-
crated in the womb and sent as a “prophet to the nations” (see Luke 1:31–33). 

Like the prophets before Him, Jesus too faces hostility. In today’s Gospel, the crowd in His hometown 
synagogue quickly turns on Him, apparently demanding a sign, some proof  of  divine origins—that He’s 
more than just “the son of  Joseph.” 

The sign He gives them is that of  the prophets Elijah and Elisha. From their colorful careers Jesus draws 
two stories. In each, the prophets bypass “many . . . in Israel” to bestow God’s blessings on non-
Israelites who had faith that the prophets were men of  God (see 1 Kings 17:1–16; 2 Kings 5:1–14). 
“None . . . not one” in Israel was found deserving, Jesus emphasizes. 

His point isn’t lost on His audience. They know He’s likening them to the “many . . . in Israel” in the 
days of  the prophets. That’s why they try to shove Him off  the cliff. As He promised to protect Jeremi-
ah, the Lord delivers Jesus from those who would crush Him. 

And as were Elijah and Elisha, Jesus is sent to proclaim God’s gift of  salvation—not exclusively to one 
nation or people, but to all who realize in faith that from the womb God alone is their hope, their rescu-
er, their “rock of  refuge,” as we sing in today’s Psalm. 

Prophecies, Paul tells us in today’s Epistle, are partial and pass away “when the perfect comes.” In Jesus, 
the word of  the prophets has been brought to perfection, fulfilled in those who have ears to hear, as He 
declares in today’s Gospel. 

Greater than the gifts of  faith and 
hope, Jesus shows us how to love as 
He loved—to love God as our Fa-
ther, as the one who formed us in 
the womb and destined us to hear 
His saving Word. 

This is the salvation, the “mighty 
works of  the Lord,” that we, like the 
psalmist, are thankful to proclaim 
daily in the Eucharist. 

  

  - Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  

Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 
 

Our office is open on Saturdays  

from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

8am – Daily Mass followed by Confessions  
(St. Patrick) 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

12:30pm – Holy Mass, Extraordinary Form  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

On most Sundays, Confessions are heard during the 
11am Holy Mass 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass for Chesterton Academy is open to the 

public, and is celebrated at St. Patrick’s Monday 

through Friday at 12:00 p.m.  

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate 

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for your 

intention, please email the office or leave your  

intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

Please contact Jackie Silvey for prayer requests.  

She can be reached at (509) 483-3109 

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 

MONDAY, JAN. 31ST 

ST. JOHN BOSCO 

Latin Mass, 5:30 p.m. Czapla Family 

TUESDAY, FEB. 1ST 

ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH 

Latin Mass, 8:00 a.m., Czapla Family 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2ND 

PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

Confessions, 4:30 p.m.  

English Mass & Blessing of  Candles,  

5:30 p.m. Mashburn Family 

THURSDAY, FEB. 3RD 

English Mass, 8:00 a.m. Mashburn Family 

FRIDAY, FEB. 4TH 

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS 

Latin Mass & Eucharistic Adoration, 5:30 p.m.  

SATURDAY, FEB. 5TH 

Confessions, 3:00 p.m.  

English Mass, 4:00 p.m. Lutzo Family  

SUNDAY, FEB. 6TH 

5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME & 

5TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

English Mass, 7:30 a.m. Pro Populo 

Latin Mass, 11:00 a.m. Poor Souls 

Latin Mass, 12:30 p.m. Private Intention 



NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 
 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  

MONASTERY ICONS 
 It has been brought to the attention of  the 
parish that a company called “Monastery Icons”, 
which produces and sells Greek-style icons of  
western saints, is in fact owned the holding  
company of  a Hindu Ashram.  
 Given the danger of  venerating objects 
which may be tainted by idolatry, if  you have pur-
chased items from this company, please turn them 
over to Fr. Semple so that they may be destroyed.  

Parish Events & Notifications 

BEATRICE CO-OPERATIVE ACADEMY 
 Beatrice Co-Operative Academy is a home 
education community looking for amateurs (lovers 
of  arts) and students wanting to develop via Clas-
sical Studies. We have a weekly Mass emphasizing 
the Source and Summit of  our Faith, followed by a 
study of  the Great Souls of  the Saints; with a 
community, brown-bag lunch.  
 We are ready to expand to other activities of  
enrichment in classic arts and handicrafts. Let us 
know if  you would like to serve by sharing your 
talent and passion, or if  you are a family looking 
for such a community. Please contact Michael 
d'Esterre, at beatriceacademy@gmail.com or 509-
903-3315  

NORTHSIDE CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY 
 Weekly youth group ministry is back on for 
the school year.  
 High School meets on Tuesdays from 6:30-
8pm at the St. Charles Youth Room. Middle 
School on meets on Wednesdays from 7-8:30pm at 
the St. Thomas More gym.  
 Visit “ncymspokane.com” for more details, 
or contact the Youth Ministry Coordinator, JJ 
Nazzaro, at  “jnazzaro@dioceseofspokane.org”   

EXTRAORDINARY FORM QUESTIONS 
 As interest grows in the Extraordinary 
Form Mass, we want to offer help for any who are 
confused about certain elements to the Mass, or 
who require help in navigating the Missal. If  you 
ever have questions, please feel free to contact 
Miles in the parish office.  

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 
 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith. Please join us.   

Meals on Wheels 

 Greater Spokane County Meals on Wheels needs 

drivers county wide, this need is particularly desperate in 

the north and central areas of the City of Spokane. As a 

Meals on Wheels volunteer, you are delivering much 

more than a hot meal - you are providing a human con-

nection. A typical volunteer route takes about an hour to 

an hour and a half to complete. For many of our home-

bound neighbors, A MOW volunteer will be the only 

person they will see or speak with all day. If you have an 

hour or two a week, month, or something in between to 

spare, please consider being a volunteer.  Please contact 

Donna Ennis, our Volunteer Coordinator at 509-924-

6976 for more information or apply on our website at 

https://gscmealsonwheels.org/volunteer/ 



SELECTIONS FROM THE IMITATION OF CHRIST, BY THOMAS KEMPIS 

SELF-ABASEMENT IN SIGHT OF GOD 

THE VOICE OF THE DISCIPLE: 

 I WILL speak to my Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. If  I consider myself  anything more than 

this, behold You stand against me, and my sins bear witness to the truth which I cannot contradict. If  I 

abase myself, however, if  I humble myself  to nothingness, if  I shrink from all self-esteem and account 

myself  as the dust which I am, Your grace will favor me, Your light will enshroud my heart, and all self-

esteem, no matter how little, will sink in the depths of  my nothingness to perish forever.  

 It is there You show me to myself  -- what I am, what I have been, and what I am coming to; for 

I am nothing and I did not know it. Left to myself, I am nothing but total weakness. But if  You look 

upon me for an instant, I am at once made strong and filled with new joy. Great wonder it is that I, who 

of  my own weight always sink to the depths, am so suddenly lifted up, and so graciously embraced by 

You.  

 It is Your love that does this, graciously upholding me, supporting me in so many necessities, 

guarding me from so many grave dangers, and snatching me, as I may truly say, from evils without num-

ber. Indeed, by loving myself  badly I lost myself; by seeking only You and by truly loving You I have 

found both myself  and You, and by that love I have reduced myself  more profoundly to nothing. For 

You, O sweetest Lord, deal with me above all my merits and above all that I dare to hope or ask.  

 May You be blessed, my God, for although I am unworthy of  any benefits, yet Your nobility and 

infinite goodness never cease to do good even for those who are ungrateful and far from You. Convert 

us to You, that we may be thankful, humble, and devout, for You are our salvation, our courage, and 

our strength.  



Please Join Us!

Nemo dat quod non habet
“One cannot give what one does not have”

An evening of music & merriment to benefit
the students of Chesterton Academy of Notre Dame

THE HISTORIC DAVENPORT HOTEL
10 South Post Street

Spokane, Washington 99201

CHECK-IN & COCKTAIL RECEPTION

WELCOME, OPENING PRAYER & DINNER

GALA PROGRAM & KEYNOTE ADDRESS

5:00 P.M.

6:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M.

Order tickets online at chestertonacademyofnotredame.org
– In-person/live-stream options available –

KINDLY RSVP BY FEBRUARY 5  •  ELEGANT EVENING ATTIRE ADMIRED

IN-PERSON: $75 EACH / $150 COUPLE
VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE: $25 

TICKETS:

THE  Fleur-de-Lis  GALA
SATURDAY  FEBRUARY 12TH  2022

2706 East Queen Avenue
Spokane, Washington  99217

(509) 242-3750
chestertonnd@gmail.com

chestertonacademyofnotredame.org

Chesterton Academy of Notre Dame is a joyfully Catholic high school in Spokane dedicated to the pursuit of 
the true, the good and the beautiful. We are a parent-led school that offers an integrated, classical curriculum. We 
strive to provide an affordable and rigorous academic experience. Our mission is to raise up the next generation 
of Catholic leaders and saints who will transform the culture, lead the nation and make all things new in Christ. 
We entrust our school to Our Lady, Notre Dame, in order to ensure our students grow in the skills and character 
requisite for success in college and professional life as well as building up the kingdom of God.

https://auction.ilfmedia.com/auction/fleur-de-lis-gala-2022/
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Call Mike Today!  
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HRCSPOKANE.COM 
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OurParishNetwork.org  Connect, Learn, Grow and Support Each Other  

Please Support the Sponsors Who Support Our Parish (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor) 

 
 

 

80% of Catholics  
who stop practicing their 
faith do so before their 

23rd birthday, 
Most while in college. 

 
Don’t be a statistic.. 

 
Avoid the most common 

 errors, fallacies, and  
delusions. 

 
This is your LIFE. 

Be prepared. 
 

Visit: 
OurParishNetwork.org/

resources. 

 
 
 

  EX –CATHOLIC  

 Is the fastest growing 
religion in the world. 
 Especially with youth. 
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Looking to prefund your grandchildren's 
future?  I can help you! 

 

509-998-1001   
www.rahnwealthmanagement.com 

BE  COMPOUNDING, ALWAYS! 

RAHN WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC  

Scott Rahn 

Luke 19:11-28   
Which servant are you?          

Today's coins are digital &  
may be held in an IRA. 

 

509-998-1001 

www.rahnwealthmanagement.com 

RAHN WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC 

Bitcoin Ethereum 


