
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

   November 30th, 2025 

 This First Sunday of  Advent or the Fourth before Christmas, is the first day of  the 

Liturgical Year. The Mass prepares us this day for the double coming (advéntus) of  mercy 

and justice. That is why St. Paul tells us, in the Epistle, to cast off  sin in order that, being 

ready for the coming of  Christ as our Savior, we may also be ready for His coming as our 

Judge, of  which we learn in the Gospel. Let us prepare ourselves, by pious aspirations and 

by the reformation of  our life, for this twofold coming. Jesus our Lord will reward those 

who yearn for Him and await him: “Those who trust in Him shall not be confounded.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commentary by Fr. Sylvester Juergens S.M. (1894-1969).  

FRIST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Christmas Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th 

4:30pm English Mass (St Patrick's) 
 

Christmas Day Thursday 25th  

8:00 am English Mass  (Saint Francis Xavier ) 

10:00am Latin High Mass  (St Francis Xavier)  



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware     

of others, please let Father or the parish office know:  Bella Mally, Jim Moore, Jane Soars, Susan Fisher, 

Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center                   

and Cherrywood Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

“In a Dark Hour” : Reflection on the First Sunday of  Advent 

 Jesus exaggerates in today’s Gospel when He claims not to know the day or the hour when He 

will come again. Christ occasionally makes such overstatements to drive home a point we might other-

wise miss (see Matthew 5:34; 23:9; Luke 14:26). 

 His point here is that the exact “hour” is not important. What is crucial is that we not postpone 

our repentance, that we be ready for Him—spiritually and morally—when He comes. For He will surely 

come, He tells us—like a thief  in the night, like the flood in the time of  Noah. 

 In today’s Epistle, Paul too compares the present age to a time of  advancing darkness and night. 

 Though we sit in the darkness, overshadowed by death, we have seen arise the great light of  our 

Lord who has come into our midst (see Matthew 4:16; John 1:9; 8:12). He is the true light, the life of  the 

world. And His light continues to shine in His Church, the new Jerusalem promised by Isaiah in today’s 

First Reading. 

 In the Church, all nations stream to the God of  Jacob, to worship and seek wisdom in the House 

of  David. From the Church goes forth His word of  instruction, the light of  the Lord—that all might 

walk in His paths toward that eternal day when night will be no more (see Revelation 22:5). 

 By our Baptism we have been made children of  

the light and day (see Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 

5:5–7). It is time we start living like it: throwing off  

the fruitless works of  darkness, rejecting the desires 

of  the flesh, and walking by the light of  His grace. 

 The hour is late as we begin a new Advent. Let 

us begin again in this Eucharist. 

 As we sing in today’s Psalm, “let us go rejoicing 

to the house of  the Lord.” Let us give thanks to His 

name, keeping watch for His coming, knowing that 

our salvation is nearer now than when we first         

believed. 

 

 

 

 Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.   

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,THURSDAY 

9AM-12PM 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

 

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1ST 

5:30pm Mass Filippo Calistro 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2ND 

8:00am Mass Henry Family (Illumination) 

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 

4:30pm Confessions 

5:30pm Mass For our Parish 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4TH  

8:00am Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5TH 

5:30pm Mass First Friday  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6TH 

3:00pm Confessions  

4:00pm  Mass Pro Populo 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 7TH 

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am,  Mass Pro Populo 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Give Online!!      
Just Scan the QR 

Code 

Catechism and Sacramental Preparation 

We are pleased to announce that catechism and sacrament  preparation  classes  are in the mornings 

on Jan 24th, Feb 21st, March 28th, and April 18th.   First Communion and Confirmation will be          

celebrated in late April or early May. 

 To make this program successful, we need dedicated volunteers  to serve as catechists and      

assistants. No previous teaching experience is  necessary—just a willing heart and love for the faith. 

Training and materials will be provided. 

 If you feel called to help form our children in their Catholic faith, please 

contact the parish office. Your gift of time can make an eternal difference in a 

child's life. 

 More details about registration and class schedules will be announced 

soon. Please keep this important ministry in your prayers. 

Seven Sisters Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers who would 

be interested in participating in the “Seven       

Sisters  Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to 

strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy 

Hour is prayed every day for the intention of  the 

parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and          

involves a commitment of  praying in the church 

one day a week. If  you are interested, please   

contact Patty Parra at (509) 362-8646 



                                    St. Francis Xavier, Priest December 3rd 

 

 The Apostle of the Indies was born at the castle of Xavier in Navarre, Spain, in 1506. He was 

of noble descent. At the age of eighteen he went to Paris to study Philosophy. About four years     

later, St. Ignatius Loyola came to the same city and took up his abode in the College of St. Barbara, 

to which St. Francis belonged. At that tome St. Francis was full of the world ambition, but the     

company of St. Ignatius exercised such a beneficent influence upon him that he grew to be a 

changed man and became one of the first disciples of the Saint. 

 In 1536, Francis went to Venice with the first companions of St. Ignatius. After visiting Rome 

he was ordained a priest at Venice in 1537, and the first Jesuits made their vows before the Pope’s 

nuncio. Shortly after the Society had been established, St. Francis was sent to Portugal. In 1541, he 

set sail for India, which was to be the field of his labor for the rest of his life, and landed at Goa the 

following year. From that city, which completely reformed, his apostolic labors extended to the 

coast of Malabar, to Travancor, Malacca, the Moluccas, and Ceylon, and in all these places he      

converted large numbers to Christianity. 

 In 1549, Francis carried the light of Faith to Japan, of which he became the first missionary, 

and where a flourishing Christian community soon arose. He remained in Japan two years and four 

months, and returned to India in 1551. 

 The Saint then returned his eyes to China. After visiting Goa, he set sail, in 1552, to carry out 

his resolve, but God was satisfied with his will. On the twenty-third day after his departure from 

Malacca he arrived at Sancian. On November 20, a fever seized him, and, alone upon a foreign 

shore, he died on Friday, December 3, 1552, at the age of forty-six. He was canonized in 1622 by 

Pope Gregory XV. 

 

PRAYER: Lord, You won many     

peoples for Your Church through 

the preaching of St. Francis. Inspire 

the faithful today with the same 

zeal for spreading the Faith, so   

that everywhere the Church may 

rejoice in her many children.    

Amen. 

  


