
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

  October 15th, 2023 

 Let us do as our mother the Church does, and think of  the danger incurred by those countless 
men, who madly play on the brink of  the precipice into which, when they fall, they fall forever. It is 
quite true they are inexcusable; it was only last Sunday that they were reminded of  the weeping and 
gnashing of  teeth, in the exterior darkness, which they will undergo that despise the call to the King’s 
marriage feast. But they are our brethren, and we should not be quietly resigned to see them lose 
their souls. Let us hope against all hope. Did our Lord, who knew with certainty that obstinate 
sinners would be lost, hesitate, on that account, to shed all His Blood for them?  

 It is our ambition to unite ourselves to Him by the closest possible resemblance; let us, then, 
be resolved to imitate Him in that also, did occasion serve. At all events, let us pray without ceasing 
for the Church’s and our enemies, so long as we are not assured of  their being lost. Such prayer is 
never useless, never thrown away; for, come what may, God is greatly honored by our faith, and by 
the earnestness of  our charity.  

 Only, let us be careful not to merit the reproach uttered by our Redeemer against the halting 
faith of  the fellow townsmen of  the ruler of  Capharnaum. We know that our Jesus has no need to 
come down from heaven to earth, in order to give efficiency to the commands of  His gracious will. 
If  He deign to multiply signs and wonders around us, we will rejoice at them, because of  our 
brethren who are weak of  faith; we will make them an occasion for exalting His holy name; but we 
will lovingly assure Him that our soul has no need of  new proofs of  His power, in order to believe in 
Him!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commentary from The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper Guéranger, O.S.B. (1805-1875).  

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  ≈  20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills 

Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

A COMMENTARY FOR THE 28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

DRESSING FOR THE FEAST 

 

 Our Lord’s parable in today’s Gospel is again a fairly straightforward outline of  salvation history. 

 God is the king (see Matthew 5:35), Jesus the bridegroom (see Matthew 9:15), the feast is the    

salvation and eternal life that Isaiah prophesies in today’s First Reading. The Israelites are those first    

invited to the feast by God’s servants, the prophets (see Isaiah 25:6). For refusing repeated invitations 

and even killing His prophets, Israel has been punished, its city conquered by foreign armies. 

 Now, Jesus makes clear, God is sending new servants, His Apostles, to call not only Israelites, but 

all people—good and bad alike—to the feast of  His kingdom. This an image of  the Church, which Jesus 

elsewhere compares to a field sown with both wheat and weeds, and a fishing net that catches good fish 

and bad (see Matthew 13:24–43, 47–50). 

 We have all been called to this great feast of  love in the Church, where, as Isaiah foretold, the veil 

that once separated the nations from the covenants of  Israel has been destroyed, where the dividing wall 

of  enmity has been torn down by the blood of  Christ (see Ephesians 2:11–14). 

 As we sing in today’s Psalm, the Lord has led us to this feast, refreshing our souls in the waters of  

Baptism, spreading the table before us in the Eucharist. As Paul tells us in today’s Epistle, in the glorious 

riches of  Christ we will find supplied whatever we need. 

 In the rich food of  His body and the choice wine of  His blood, we have a foretaste of  the eternal 

banquet in the heavenly Jerusalem, when God will destroy death forever (see Hebrews 12:22–24). 

 But are we dressed for the feast? Are      

we clothed in the garment of  righteousness 

(see Revelation 19:7–8)? Not all who have been 

called will be chosen for eternal life, Jesus warns. 

Let us be sure that we’re living in a manner    

worthy of  the invitation we’ve received 

(see Ephesians 4:1). 

 

   -Dr. Scott Hahn         



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
9am-12pm. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16TH 

5:30 pm, Mass Emily Hart 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17TH 

8:00am , Mass Georgia Schrempp                                 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18TH  

4:30 pm, Confessions 

5:30 pm, Mass  Priests 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19TH 

8:00am , Mass Religious 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21ST                         

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo 

 SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 22ND 

7:30 am,  Mass Poor souls 

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo 



REMEMBER OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

 We continue to distribute food through the 
Missionaries of  Charity and Caritas services. 
Please leave your donations of  nonperishable 
items by the doors of  the church.   

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 

 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 

 The parish is looking for volunteers who 
would be interested in participating in the “Seven 
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to 
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy 
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of  the 
parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves 
a commitment of  praying in the church one day a 
week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 
Parra at (509)993-2864.  

Parish Events & Notifications 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

 The parish is in need of  young men willing 
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension, 
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are 
required. Please email the office.   

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 

 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith. Please join us.   

Text NCYM to 84576 for Flocknote registration 



Sts. John de Brebeuf  and Isaac Jogues, Priests and Their Companions, Martyrs 

October 19th 

 Isaac Jogues and his companions were the first martyrs of  the North American continent        

officially recognized by the Church. As a young Jesuit, Isaac Jogues, a man of  learning and culture, 

taught literature in France. He gave up that career to work among the Huron Indians in the New World, 

and in 1636, he and his companions, under the leadership of  Jean de Brébeuf, arrived in Quebec. The 

Hurons were constantly warred upon by the Iroquois, and in a few years Father Jogues was captured by 

the Iroquois and imprisoned for 13 months. His letters and journals tell how he and his companions 

were led from village to village, how they were beaten, tortured, and forced to watch as their Huron 

converts were mangled and killed.  

 An unexpected chance for escape came to Isaac Jogues through the Dutch, and he returned to 

France, bearing the marks of  his sufferings. Several fingers had been cut, chewed, or burnt off. Pope 

Urban VIII gave him permission to offer Mass with his mutilated hands: “It would be shameful that a 

martyr of  Christ not be allowed to drink the Blood of  Christ.” 

 Welcomed home as a hero, Father Jogues might have sat back, thanked God for his safe return, 

and died peacefully in his homeland. But his zeal led him back once more to the fulfillment of  his 

dreams. In a few months he sailed for his missions among the Hurons. 

 In 1646, he and Jean de Lalande, who had offered his services to the missioners, set out for     

Iroquois country in the belief  that a recently signed peace treaty would be observed. They were        

captured by a Mohawk war party, and on October 18, Father Jogues was tomahawked and beheaded. 

Jean de Lalande was killed the next day at Ossernenon, a village near Albany, New York. 

 Jean de Brébeuf  was a French Jesuit who came to Canada at the age of  32 and labored there for 

24 years. He went back to France when the English captured Quebec in 1629 and expelled the Jesuits, 

but returned to his missions in 1634.   

 He composed catechisms and a dictionary in Huron, and saw 7,000 converted before his death  

in 1649. Having been captured by the Iroquois at Sainte Marie, near Georgian Bay, Canada, Father       

Brébeuf  died after four hours of  extreme torture.  

 Pope Pius XI beatified them on June 21, 1925, and on June 29, 

1930, they were canonized by the same Pontiff.  

 

PRAYER: God, You consecrated the spread of  the Faith in North 

America by the preaching and martyrdom of  Sts. John and Isaac and 

their companions. Through their intercession may the Christian Faith 

continue to grow throughout the world. Amen.  
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Holiness is possible by the moment!    Letting someone go ahead of you in the grocery line.    That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible!  Have you Seen, heard or made a holy moment? Text 509-362-1556  Lets post it here!  Holiness is possible by the moment! Go out of your way to do something nice for your spouse. That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Do the least enjoyable task for someone who is suffering That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Control your temper even when justified in losing it. That’s Holy! Before making a decision ask, “Will this help  me become a-better-version-of -myself?” That’s being Holy!  Holiness is possible by the moment!  Being patient with the person who drives you crazy. That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible! Getting honest with yourself about self-destructive habits. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Teaching someone how to pray. That’s a Holy Moment!   Holiness is possible moment by moment! Giving the one in front of you your full attention. That’s Holy! Holiness is Possible Moment by Moment! Participating in the Mass. That’s a Holy Hour! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

509.489.3552 
HRCSPOKANE.COM 

#HERITRC951MR 

  Holiness is possible! Telling God that you trust he has a great plan for your life. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Making a healthy eating choice. That’s a Holy Moment! WE ARE THE CHURCH!  Please Support  Our Spokane Catholic Businesses  509-362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net    Get to Know, Love & Support, Fellow Spokane Catholics    SpokaneCatholic.Net “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself.”  Mt 22:39   Find More Catholic Neighbors @ SpokaneCatholic.Net We Are Your Neighborhood Catholic Bulletin Provider!   Call Jeff Byrd 362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net Spokane Catholic Network:  Your Neighborhood Bulletin Provider!  362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net You Can Advertise Business Here and Support Our Weekly Bulletin! Space Available!  Call: 509-362-1556   

     
 

 

Guaranteed Virus Removal  
Computer Lessons For  

All Skill Levels  

 
 
 

Call Mike Today!  

(509) 999-0014 

OurParishNetwork.org  Connect, Learn, Grow, Shop, Save, & More 

Please Support the Sponsors Who Support Our Parish (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor  Please let these advertisers know we support them!  (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor) 

  

 MANTLE OF MARY  
CUSTOM SCAPULARS 

ROSARIES   
Custom Devotionals 

208-914-5009 
www.mantleofmary.org   

                               BANNERS-BANNERS-BANNERS  AS LARGE AS 25 X100 FEET Call 509-818-0350 GOT MORTGAGE?  Pay-Off as Soon as 5 to 7 Years!    See New Sponsor below 

Hardwood, 

Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Carpet 

 Installation, 

Sales & Repair 
 

Ask for John  
509-466-6433 

 

Take the Guesswork 
out of Medicare 

See if you Qualify/Learn More  

Lynda Sanders  

509-344-1360 

Please Welcome Our Newest Sponsor! Arby’s of Spokane 

  

Spokane Arby’s 
 

328 W. Third 
6316 N. Division 

10407 E. Sprague 
15327 E. Indiana  

“Ask Christ to help you to become happy.” Saint Paul Miki                                  FOR KITCHEN & BATH TILE, AND HOME REPAIR  CALL 509-818-0350 
Solution Enterprises LLC 

 

Retiring Soon? 
Plan your path 

to Medicare 

Lynda Sanders  

509-344-1360 

                              WINDOW CLEANING  CALL 509 818 0350  Say “He Is Risen” for 10% off  quote. Solution Enterprises LLC 

 

SOLUTION ENTERPRISES LLC 
 

Use Window Cleaning Discount Code  

“He is Risen” for 10% off your quote. 

509.818.0350 DNYAMSE772DZ 

Is my will Gods will? 

 Let’s Make Sense of 
Medicare Together 

Lynda Sanders  

509-344-1360 

 
SOLUTION ENTERPRISES LLC 

 

Printing Banners, Posters. Stickers, 

 Magnets, Booklets. Bulletins and More! 

509.818.0350 

                                   NEED BANNERS, STICKERS, MAGNETS, BOOKLETS?    CALL 509 818 0350 Solution Enterprises LLC 

 
 

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of faith is to see what you believe.  — St Augustine 

To  

Advertise here  

Call 

509.362.1556 
 

 

When the devil 

reminds you of 

your past,  

remind him of his 

future. 

————-- 

Saint Theresa  

of Avila 

 

 

 

Sponsored by  
Dynamic Solution  

Enterprises LLC 

509 818-0350  


