September 28th, 2025

In Thee, O Lord, have I put my

A N C I S X AV I E R hope. Let me never be confounded.

T H O L P A R S H - St. Francis Xavier, S.J.

26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ 16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

At the sight of the sick man who stands before him, Jesus is filled with compassion. He
cures the affliction even though He knows that there are those who will criticize him for curing
on the Sabbath. Jesus acts in a forthright manner. He pays no heed to human respect, to what
others will say. His critics consider themselves to be the authentic interpreters of the Law. Later
on, the Lord will show them that mercy should be exercised even on the Sabbath. He provides

an example gleaned from the common sense of the countryside.

We may find obstacles to our faith in the environment around us, such as envy, prejudice
and misunderstandings due to ignorance. Our response should be the same as that of Jesus. We
should not be afraid to give clear testimony to our beliefs. This type of behavior can be of great
apostolic value. On the other hand, “it is terrible how much harm we can do if we allow our-
selves to be carried away by the fear or the shame of being seen as Christians in ordinary

life” [St. Josemaria Escriva, Furrow, 30].

Let us not fail to make manifest our Christian faith, always with humility and naturalness,
whenever the situation requires it. We will never regret having acted in a manner so consistent

with our deepest beliefs. The Lord will be filled with joy at such evidence of our fidelity.

Commentary from In Conversation With God by

Fr. Francis Fernandez-Carvajal




A Great Chasm : Reflection on The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

The rich and powerful are visited with woe and exile in today’s Liturgy—not for their wealth but
for their refusal to share it; not for their power but for their indifference to the suffering at their door.

The complacent leaders in today’s First Reading feast on fine foods and wines, reveling while the
house of Joseph, the kingdom of Israel (see Amos 5:6), collapses around them.

The rich man in today’s Gospel also lives like a king—dressed in royal purple and fine linen (see
1 Maccabees 8:14).

The rich man symbolizes Israel’s failure to keep the Old Covenant, to heed the commandments
of Moses and the prophets. This is the sin of the rulers in today’s First Reading, Born to the nation God
favored first, they could claim Abraham as their father. But for their failure to give—their inheritance is
taken away.

The rulers are exiled from their homeland. The rich man is punished with an exile far greater—
eternity with a “great chasm” fixed between himself and God.

In this world, the rich and powerful make a name for themselves (see Genesis 11:4) and dine
sumptuously, while the poor remain anonymous, refused an invitation to their feasts.

But notice that the Lord today knows Lazarus by name, and Joseph in his sufferings—while the
leaders and the rich man have no name.

Today’s Liturgy is a call to repentance—to heed the warning
of One who was raised from the dead. To lay hold of the eternal
life He promises, we must pursue righteousness, keep the
commandment
of love, as Paul exhorts in today’s Epistle.

“The Lord loves the just,” we sing in today’s Psalm.

And in this Eucharist we have a foretaste of the love that
will be ours in the next life—when He will raise the lowly to the
heavenly banquet with Abraham and the prophets (see Luke
13:28), where we too will rest our heads on the bosom of our

Lord (see John 13:23).
Scott Hahbn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware
of others, please let Father or the parish office know: Bella Mally, Jim Moore, Jane Soars, Susan Fisher,
Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center
and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Saturday

3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier)

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier)

Sunday

7:30am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)

11:00am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please contact the parish office by email to
arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

or to request a certificate.

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for

your intention, please email the office or leave

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at
sfxspokane.org or at

facebook.com/sfxspokane

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

SFX DIRECTORY

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
Office Hours.

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY

9AM-12PM

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH

5:30pm Mass Velia Fernandez

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH

8:00am Mass Gerson Avila

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1ST

4:30pm Confessions
5:30pm Mass Mark McKay

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2ND

8:00am Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3RD

5:30pm First Friday Devotion

SATURDAY,OCTOBER 4TH

3:00pm Confessions

4:00pm Mass Pro Populo

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5TH

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo




Seven Sisters Apostolate

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be
interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters
Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen
the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed
every day for the intention of the parish priest.

The Apostolate is for women, and involves a
commitment of praying in the church one day a

week. If you are interested, please contact Patty

Parra at (509) 362-8646

Women of St Francis Xavier

In an effort to cultivate more community at

St Francis Xavier, the women of the parish

have formed the group: the “Women of St
X77

All women - retired, widowed, single and

married - are invited to join.

Give Onlinel!
Just Scan the QR Code

Activities and volunteer possibilities include:

Pipe Organ fundraiser Adopt a Rank

o Contributing to food prep for after mass socials during the

warm months
° Organizing parish picnics + potlucks

° Organizing + providing food for catechesis nights for chil-

dren and adults
° Formation of Bible studies + small groups
° Corporal works of mercy for the sick and elderly
° Other misc. needs of the parish

If you are interested in taking an active role
in creating a vibrant parish community,

please email women.of.st.x@gmail.com.

Available now at our church website
sfxspokane.org, or in person by
appointment!!!

We still have Ranks in our Organ left to

adopt each giving its own color and voice to

the ensemble.

Under our Organ Fundraiser page you will
find descriptions and recordings of all the

Ranks in the Organ awaiting adoption.




St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church September 30th
Stridonium, a small town on the border of Dalmatia, was the place where St. Jerome first beheld the
light in 347. In Rome he studied Latin and Greek, devoted himself to oratory, and finally pleaded at the bar.

For a time he gave himself up to the world, but his piety returned to him after he began to travel. Having
made a tour of Gaul, he went again to Rome, where he received Baptism, which at that time was
frequently deferred until a mature age. Whether this Sacrament was administered before or after his
journey to Gaul is not certain. From Rome, he journeyed to the East, and visited the Anchorites and other
persons of sanctity. After sojourning a while at Antioch, he took up his abode in the desert of Chalcis in
Syria, with the holy Abbot Theodosius. Here he spent four years of prayer and study; and here,
temptations in the form of recollections of the past assailed him. To distract his mind from these he
began the study of Hebrew.

At Antioch the Saint received Holy Orders about the year 377, under the stipulation that he should
not be obliged to serve in the ministry. After traveling in Palestine, he visited Constantinople, where St.
Gregory Nazianzen was then Bishop. Again returning to Palestine, he departed for Rome, where he filled
the office of secretary to Pope St. Damasus, who asked him to revise the Latin versions of Sacred Scripture
then in use.

After the death of St. Damasus, Jerome returned to the East, in 385. In his way he visited St.
Epiphanius at Cyprus, and arrived at Jerusalem in the winter, leaving soon after for Alexandria to improve
himself in sacred learning. Returning to Palestine, he retired to Bethlehem. His wanderings were now at
an end, and his solitary life at Bethlehem began the career of study that has immortalized him.

His Scriptural works, above all, have been unparalleled in the history of the Church. Besides this
branch of sacred learning, he attacked, like the other Fathers of that age, the various errors of his day.
The fame of St. Jerome spread far and wide, and people came to consult him from all sides. He also
governed and directed the monastery of nuns founded by St. Paula. Finally, after a long life of prayer,
penance, and labor, St. Jerome died at Bethlehem in 420.

PRAYER: God, You gave St. Jerome, Your priest, a great love for Holy Scripture. Let Your people

feed more abundantly on Your word and find in it the source of

life. Amen. i Upcoming Events

9/26-27- Faithful Foundations Empowering Catholic Parents
10/3-5: 2025 INW Catholic Men's Retreat with Fr. Peak
10/4: Memorial for the Unborn @ St. Mary's Catholic Church
10/4-5: St. Peregrine Fall Artisan Craft Fair @ the Cathedral
10/19: 2025 WALK FOR LIFE NORTHWEST

10/22: Silent Day of Prayer on the Archangel Raphael
10/23-26: 4-Day Silent Retreat
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PAINTING LLC

509-954-0424
100% Customer
Satisfaction

Guaranteed
St Joseph Parishioner
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Garbage disposal

Tankless water heater

BE APPEL

Bruce Appel - General Contractor

Home Remodelig
Specialist
509-319-0582
bruceappel.com

St. Thomas More Parishioner
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MY SPOKANE
myspokanehandyman.com
Leaking pipe repairs alwslan Free
Gas line installations Quotel
Clogged pipe repalrs PL T

Water line 1nstallat1ons
Sump pump installations

Water softener installations
Plumbing camera inspections
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(509) 385 5593

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

repairs

MON - FRI 1802 E TRENT AVE

7 AM- 5 PM SUITE A

installations SPOKANE, WA

808-1925



https://divisiononeplumbing.com/
https://www.spokanepainterpros.com/
https://www.the509garage.com/
https://ihrc.net/events/kelly-hughes-band-christian-concert
https://www.callacornelectric.com/
http://www.andrewsmechanical.com/
https://www.holycrossofspokane.org/
https://www.holycrossofspokane.org/
http://https://www.hrcspokane.com/
https://www.havemikefixit.com/
https://myspokanehandyman.com/
https://bruceappel.com/
https://honestafservices.com/
https://www.spokanecatholic.com/
https://floener.com/
https://www.spokanecatholic.com/
https://www.spokanecatholic.com/
https://floener.com/

