
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

            July 13th, 2025 

“Whosoever is angry with his brother shall be in danger of  the judgment.”  

 

 That sounds terrible, doesn’t it? That sounds, doesn’t it, as if  our Lord was fulminating from     

the Mount of  the Beatitudes a law far more strict and far more searching than any precept of  the     

Decalogue. I can still remember how uncomfortable it used to make me when I was small to be told: 

“Whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of  hell fire.” Because I’m afraid I did sometimes call 

my brother a fool; and this text seemed to say that I’d done something quite as bad as if  I’d murdered 

him. Are we really to understand our Lord as saying that under the New Dispensation every sin will be a 

mortal sin? If  so, surely, the Gospel will bring no liberty to human consciences; rather the Christian life 

will be a life of  servile terror for us all.  

 But, you see, our Lord only puts it in these legal terms as a kind of  satire on the legalistic way in 

which the Jews regarded their religion; on the legalistic way in which you and I sometimes regard our  

religion, when we forget what Master it is we serve. The point is, not that an angry word is as culpable as 

a mortal blow, but that the source of  either is a disposition of  the human heart; and such a disposition 

as ought not to be found at all in the Christian heart, or if  it finds a harbor there, should be harbored 

only for a moment. It is not always wrong to kill; it is not wrong to kill in war, or in self  defense. But it   

is always wrong to be angry; wrong, especially, to feel angry against a human being. And the real        

reason why Christians ought not to commit murder is not the fact that murder is against the Ten    

Commandments. Such motives as that ought to lie in the far background, the very horizon of  their 

thoughts. The reason why Christians ought not to commit murder is that murder arises out of  anger, 

and anger itself  is something altogether out of  

the picture, if  we really mean to be disciples of  

the    Sermon on the Mount.  

 

 

 

Commentary by Msgr. Ronald A. Knox (1888-1957).   

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ 5TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware     

of others, please let Father or the parish office know:  Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, 

Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center                   

and Cherrywood Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

What We Must Do: Reflection on the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 We are to love God and our neighbor with all the strength of  our being, as the scholar of  the  

Law answers Jesus in this week’s Gospel. 

 This command is nothing remote or mysterious—it’s already written in our hearts, in the book   

of  Sacred Scripture. “You have only to carry it out,” Moses says in this week’s First Reading. 

 Jesus tells His interrogator the same thing: “Do this and you will live.” 

 The scholar, however, wants to know where he can draw the line. That’s the motive behind his 

question, “Who is my neighbor?” 

 In his compassion, the Samaritan in Jesus’ parable reveals the boundless mercy of  God, Who 

came down to us when we were fallen in sin, close to dead, unable to pick ourselves up. 

 Jesus is “the image of  the invisible God,” this week’s Epistle tells us. In Him, the love of  God  

has come very near to us. By the “blood of  His Cross”—by bearing His neighbors’ sufferings in His 

own body, being Himself  stripped and beaten and left for dead—He saved us from the bonds of  sin  

and reconciled us to God and to one another. 

 Like the Samaritan, He pays the price for us, heals the wounds of  sin, pours out on us the oil and 

wine of  the sacraments, and entrusts us to the care of  His Church until He comes back for us. 

 Because His love has known no limits, ours cannot either. We are to love as we have been loved, 

to do for others what He has done for us, joining all things together in His Body, the Church. 

 We are to love like the singer of  this        

week’s Psalm—like those whose prayers have been 

answered, like those whose lives has been saved, who 

have known the time of  His favor, have seen God in 

His great mercy turn toward us. 

 This is the love that leads to eternal life, the 

love Jesus commands today of  the scholar and of  

each of  us: “Go and do likewise.” 

 

 

Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.   

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,THURSDAY 

9AM-12PM 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

 

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

 

MONDAY, JULY 14TH 

5:30pm Mass Georgia Schrempp 

TUESDAY, JULY 15TH 

8:00am Mass Bishop Daly (Wisdom) 

 WEDNESDAY, JULY 16TH 

4:30pm Confessions 

5:30pm Mass Family Avila 

THURSDAY, JULY 17TH 

8:00am Mass Richard Parra 

SATURDAY,JULY 19TH 

3:00pm Confessions 

4:00pm  Mass Pro Populo 

SUNDAY,  JULY 20TH 

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am,  Mass Pro Populo 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Online!!      

Just Scan the QR Code 

Above 

Seven Sisters Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be 

interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters  

Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen 

the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed 

every day for the intention of  the parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves a 

commitment of  praying in the church one day a 

week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 

Parra at (509) 362-8646 

Women of  St Francis Xavier 

In an effort to cultivate more community at 

St Francis Xavier, the women of  the parish 

have formed the group: the “Women of  St 

X”. 

 

 

All women - retired, widowed, single and 

married - are invited to join. 

Activities and volunteer possibilities include: 
 

◦ Contributing to food prep for after mass socials during the 

warm months 

◦ Organizing parish picnics + potlucks 

◦ Organizing + providing food for catechesis nights for chil-

dren and adults 

◦ Formation of Bible studies + small groups 

◦ Corporal works of mercy for the sick and elderly 

◦ Other misc. needs of the parish 

 

 

 

If  you are interested in taking an active role 

in creating a vibrant parish  community, 

please email women.of.st.x@gmail.com. 

 Pipe Organ fundraiser Adopt a Rank 

Available now at our church website 

sfxspokane.org,  or in person by           

appointment!!! 

 

We still have Ranks in our Organ left to 

adopt each  giving its own color and voice to 

the ensemble.    

 

Under our Organ Fundraiser page you will 

find descriptions and  recordings of  all the 

Ranks in the Organ awaiting adoption. 



 St. Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church July 15th 

 St. Bonaventure, widely known as “The Seraphic Doctor”, was born at Bagnorea in Tuscany,       

in 1221. He was originally called John but received the name of Bonaventure in consequence of an    

exclamation of St. Francis of Assisi, when, in response to the pleading of the child’s mother, the Saint 

prayed for John’s recovery from a dangerous illness, and, foreseeing the future greatness of the little 

John, cried out, “O buona ventura”—O good fortune! 

 At the age of twenty-two St. Bonaventure entered the Franciscan Order. Having made his vows, 

he was sent to Paris to complete his studies under the celebrated Doctor Alexander of Hales, an      

Englishman and a Franciscan. After the latter’s death he continued his course under his successor,  

John of Rochelle. In Paris he became the intimate friend of the great St. Thomas Aquinas. He received 

the degree of Doctor, together with St. Thomas Aquinas, ceding to his friend, against the latter’s        

inclination, the honor of having it first conferred upon him. Like St. Thomas, he enjoyed the friendship 

of the holy King, St. Louis. 

 At the age of thirty-five St. Bonaventure was chosen General of his Order and restored a         

perfect calm where peace had been disturbed by internal dissensions. He did much for his Order and 

composed the life of St. Francis. He also assisted at the translation of the relics of St. Anthony of Padua. 

He was nominated Archbishop of York by Pope Clement IV, but he begged not to be forced to accept 

that dignity. Gregory X obliged him to take upon himself a greater one, that of Cardinal and Bishop of 

Albano, one of the six suffragan Sees of Rome. Before his death he abdicated his office of General of 

the Franciscan Order. He died while he was assisting at 

the Second Council of Lyons, on July 15, 1274, and was 

canonized in 1482 by Pope Sixtus IV. 

 PRAYER: Almighty God, today we celebrate     

the heavenly birthday of St. Bonaventure, Your Bishop. 

Let us benefit by his wonderful teaching and always be 

inspired by his burning charity. Amen. 



Spokane
Catholic.com

Business Directory - All Mass Times - Diocese Events - Daily Readings


