
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

May 21st, 2023 

 Commentary by Dom Prosper Gueranger 

 According to a tradition which has been handed down from the earliest ages of Christianity, it is midday, the same 

hour that He had been raised up, when nailed to His Cross. Giving His Blessed Mother a look of filial affection, and 

another of fond farewell to the rest of the group that stand around Him, Jesus raises up His hands and blesses them all. 

While thus blessing them, He is raised up from the ground on which He stands and ascends into Heaven (Luke xxiv. 51). 

Their eyes follow Him until a cloud comes and receives Him out of their sight (Acts i. 9). 

 Yes, Jesus is gone! The Earth has lost her Emmanuel — for thousands of years had He been expected: the 

Patriarchs and Prophets had desired His coming with all the fervour of their souls: He came: His love made him our 

captive in the chaste womb of the Virgin of Nazareth. It was there He first received our adorations. Nine months after, 

the Blessed Mother offered Him to our joyous love in the stable at Bethlehem. We followed Him into Egypt. We returned 

with Him. We dwelt with Him at Nazareth. When He began the three years of His public life, we kept close to His steps. 

We delighted in being near Him, we listened to His preaching and parables, we saw His miracles. The malice of His 

enemies reached its height, and the time came in which He was to give us the last and grandest proof of the love that had 

brought Him from Heaven — His dying for us on a Cross. We kept near Him as he died, and our souls were purified by 

the Blood that flowed from His Wounds. On the third day, He rose again from His grave, and we stood by exulting in His 

triumph over Death, for that triumph won for us a like Resurrection. During the Forty days He has deigned to spend with 

us since His Resurrection, our faith has made us cling to Him: we would fain have kept Him with us forever, but the hour 

is come. He has left us. Yes, our dearest Jesus is gone! Happy the souls that He had taken from Limbo! They have gone 

with Him and, for all eternity, are to enjoy the Heaven of His visible presence. 

 The Disciples are still steadfastly looking up towards heaven, when lo! two angels, clad in white robes, appear to 

them, saying: “You men of Galilee! Why stand you looking up to Heaven? This Jesus, who is taken up from you into 

Heaven, will so come as you have seen Him going into Heaven! (Acts i. 10, 11) He has 

ascended a Saviour. He is to return as Judge. Between these two events is comprised the 

whole life of the Church on Earth. We are therefore living under the reign of Jesus as 

our Saviour, for He has said: “God sent not His Son into the world to judge the world, 

but that the world might be saved by Him” (John iii. 17), and to carry out this merciful 

design He has just been giving to His Disciples the mission to go throughout the whole 

world and invite men, while yet there is time, to accept the mystery of salvation. 

 What a task is this he imposes on the Apostles! And now that they are to begin 

their work, He leaves them! They return from Mount Olivet, and Jesus is not with them! 

And yet, they are not sad: they have Mary to console them. Her unselfish generosity is 

their model, and well do they learn the lesson. They love Jesus. They rejoice at the 

thought of His having entered into His rest. “They went back into Jerusalem with great 

joy” (Luke xxiv. 52). These few simple words of the Gospel indicate the spirit of this 

admirable Feast of the Ascension: it is a Festival, which, notwithstanding its soft tinge of 

sadness, is, more than any other expressive of joy and triumph.  

ASCENSION SUNDAY~  SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes, Daniel Lander, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of 

Franklin Hills Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

A COMMENTARY FOR ASCENSION SUNDAY 

THE GOOD NEWS 

   In today’s First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke gives the surprising news that 

there is more of the story to be told. The story did not end with the empty tomb, or with Jesus’ appearances to 

the Apostles over the course of forty days. Jesus’ saving work will have a liturgical consummation. He is the 

great high priest, and He has still to ascend to the heavenly Jerusalem, there to celebrate the feast in the true  

Holy of Holies. 

 The truth of this feast shines forth from the Letter to the Hebrews, where we read of the great high 

priest’s passing through the heavens, the sinless intercessor’s sacrifice on our behalf (see Hebrews 4:14–15). 

 Indeed, His intercession will lead to the Holy Spirit’s descent in fire upon the Church. Luke spells out 

that promise in the First Reading for the feast of the Ascension: “in a few days you will be baptized with the  

Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). The Ascension is the preliminary feast that directs the Church’s attention forward to 

Pentecost. On that day, salvation will be complete; for salvation is not simply expiation for sins (that would be 

wonder enough), but it is something even greater than that. Expiation is itself a necessary precondition of our 

adoption as God’s children. To live that divine life we must receive the Holy Spirit. To receive the Holy Spirit 

we must be purified through Baptism. 

 The Responsorial Psalm presents the Ascension in terms familiar from the worship of the Jerusalem 

Temple in the days of King Solomon: “God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a 

blare of trumpets for the Lord” (Psalm 47). The priest-king takes his place at the 

head of the people, ruling over the nations, establishing peace. 

 The Epistle strikes a distinctively Paschal note. In the early Church, as    

today, Easter was the normal time for the baptism of adult converts. The sacra-

ment was often called “illumination” or “enlightenment” because of the light that 

came with God’s saving grace (see, for example, Hebrews 10:32). Saint Paul, in 

his   Letter to the Ephesians, speaks in terms of glory that leads to greater glories 

still, as Ascension leads to Pentecost: “May the eyes of your hearts be enlight-

ened,” he writes, as he looks to the divinization of the believers. Their “hope” is 

“his       inheritance among the holy ones,” the saints who have been adopted into 

God’s family and now rule with Him at the Father’s right hand. 

 This is the “good news” the Apostles are commissioned to spread—to the 

whole world, to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem—at the Ascension. It’s the 

good news we must spread today. 

- Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Our office is open Tuesday-Thursday 
from 8:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

 

 

 

NO DAILY MASS 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 27TH                         

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Religious 

 SUNDAY,  MAY 28TH 

7:30 am,  Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am, Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory 



REMEMBER OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

 We continue to distribute food through the 
Missionaries of  Charity and Caritas services. 
Please leave your donations of  nonperishable 
items by the doors of  the church.   

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 

 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 

 The parish is looking for volunteers who 
would be interested in participating in the “Seven 
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to 
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy 
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of  the 
parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves 
a commitment of  praying in the church one day a 
week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 
Parra at (509)993-2864.  

Parish Events & Notifications 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

 The parish is in need of  young men willing 
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension, 
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are 
required. Please email the office.   

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 

 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith. Please join us.   

COFFEE AND DOUGHNUTS AFTER 11AM MASS 

  

 We will continue to have light refresh-
ments and social  time on the lawn after the 
11am mass.   As we continue throughout 
the summer we will keep adapting and 
learning in this new setting. 

 Anyone who wants to help set up 
and/or take down the  folding chairs and 
tables, or  provide the refreshments please 
call or email the office.   We would like to 
involve as many people as we can to get this 
going strong so we can  continue it as long 
as possible. 

Thanks,  Taylor 



GRADUAL FOR VIGIL MASS 

 
 

 

St Philip Neri , May 26th 

 

 St. Philip was born in Florence in 1515, the very same year that St. Teresa was born at Avila in 

Spain. From his sixth year he was characterized by most perfect obedience toward his parents. Having 

finished his classical studies at eighteen, he was sent to an uncle who lived near Monte Cassino. But St. 

Phillip, desirous of  serving God without worldly distractions, went to Rome in 1533 and become      

preceptor to the children of  a Florentine nobleman. 

 Even at this period of  his life Philip obtained a great reputation for sanctity. While teaching    

others he devoted himself  to the study of  Philosophy and Theology. His desire to save souls caused 

him to establish the Confraternity of  the Blessed Trinity in 1548, with the object of  serving pilgrims 

and the sick. In obedience to his confessor he became a priest in June 1551, at nearly thirty-six years   

of  age. 

 The saintly priest now began to dwell in a small community near the Church of  St. Jerome,    

continuing his mortified life. In the same year he laid the foundation for the Congregation of  the       

Oratory. In 1575, Gregory XIII approved it, and in 1583 gave to St. Philip the new Church of  La     

Vallicella, which is still called La Chiesa Nuova—The New Church. 

 Here the Saint lived, edifying all Rome by his virtues and 

laboring zealously for souls in the ministry of  the confessional. 

He enjoyed the favor of  Popes Pius IV and V, Gregory XIII and 

XIV and Clement VIII, and the friendship of  many great men, 

among whom was St. Charles Borromeo. After a life of  penance 

and of  eminent usefulness, St. Philip died in 1595, and he was 

canonized in 1622 by Pope Gregory XV. 

 

PRAYER: God, You never cease raising Your faithful 

servant to the glory of  holiness. Grant that we may be  

inflamed by the fire of  the Holy Spirit that so wonderfully 

burned in the heart of  St. Philip. Amen.  

Alleluia. 

V.  Ascendit Deus in jubilatione, et 

Dominus in voce tubae. 

Alleluia. 

V.  God hath ascended in jubilation, the 

Lord with the sound of  the trumpet. 
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Space Available 
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Auto Accidents, 

Wills & Estate  

Planning,  

Family Law  

 

 

 
Income Tax  

Services  
Dan Stadtmueller 

 
 

216-0900 

Is it time for you to 

incorporate? 

Call Dan. 

The answer is may 

be easier than you 

might think. 
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Listing Your  

Business Here is 

Easy! Call: 

509-362-1556 
Discounts for  

Parishioners  

 

Terry McKanna  
509-991-9237 
tmckanna.com 

Trusted & Proactive Agent Advisor 15 + years. 

OurParishNetwork.org  Connect, Learn, Grow, Shop, Save, & More 
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Guaranteed Virus Removal  
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Call Mike Today!  

509- 999-0014 

 St Joseph Flooring  

Now Hiring  
Ask for John  

509-466-6433 
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Be who God meant you 

to be and you will set 

the world on fire. 

————-- 

Saint Cathrine of Siena 

 

 

Sponsored by  

                              Dynamic Solution Enterprises  

                              509 818-0350  


