
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

        March 17th, 2024 

  

 What can be more impressive than this solemn Invitatory of to-day’s Matins, which the Church takes 

from one of the psalms, and which she repeats on every feria between this and Maundy Thursday? She 

says; To-day, if ye will hear the voice of the Lord, harden not your hearts! The sweet voice of your suffering 

Jesus now speaks to you, poor sinners! be not your own enemies by indifference and hardness of heart.   

The Son of God is about to give you the last and greatest proof of the love that brought Him down from 

heaven; His death is nigh at hand: men are preparing the wood for the immolation of the new Isaac: enter 

into yourselves, and let not your hearts, after being touched with grace, return to their former obduracy; for 

nothing could be more dangerous. The great anniversaries we are to celebrate have a renovating power for 

those souls that faithfully correspond with the grace which is offered them; but they increase insensibility   

in those who let them pass without working their conversion. To-day, therefore, if you hear the voice of  

the Lord, harden not your hearts! 

 During the preceding four weeks, we have noticed how the malice of Jesus’ enemies has been     

gradually increasing. His very presence irritates them; and it is evident that any little circumstance will suffice 

to bring the deep and long-nurtured hatred to a head. The kind and gentle manners of Jesus are drawing to 

Him all hearts that are simple and upright; at the same time, the humble life He leads, and the stern purity  

of His doctrines, are perpetual sources of vexation and anger, both to the proud Jew that looks forward to 

the Messias being a mighty conqueror, and to the pharisee, who corrupts the Law of God, that he may make 

it the instrument of his own base passions. Still, Jesus goes on working miracles; His discourses are more 

than ever energetic; His prophecies foretell the fall of Jerusalem, and such a destruction of its famous     

temple, that not a stone is to be left on a stone. The doctors of the Law should, at least, reflect upon what 

they hear; they should examine these wonderful works, which render such strong testimony in favour of the 

Son of David; and they should consult these divine prophecies which, up to the present time, have been so 

literally fulfilled in His person. Alas! they themselves are about to carry them out to the very last iota. There 

is not a single outrage or suffering foretold by David and Isaias, as having to be put upon the Messias, 

which these blind men are not scheming to verify. 

Continued on the Last Page ... 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT ≈  PASSION SUNDAY 
 

Easter Schedule on the Announcement page of the Insert. 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills 

Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

 The “Hour” Comes : Reflection on the Fifth Sunday of  Lent 

 Our readings today are filled with anticipation. The days are coming, Jeremiah   

prophesies in today’s First Reading. The hour has come, Jesus says in the Gospel. The new 

covenant that God promised to Jeremiah is made in the “hour” of  Jesus—in His Death, 

Resurrection, and Ascension to the Father’s right hand. 

 The prophets said this new covenant would return Israel’s exiled tribes from the ends 

of  the world (see Jeremiah 31:1, 3–4, 7–8). Jesus too predicted His passion would gather 

the dispersed children of  God (see John 11:52). But today He promises to draw to Himself  

not only Israelites, but all men and women. 

 The new covenant is more than a political or national restoration. As we sing in      

today’s Psalm, it is a universal spiritual restoration. In the “hour” of  Jesus, sinners in every 

nation can return to the Father—to be washed of  their guilt and given new hearts to love 

and serve Him. 

 In predicting He will be “lifted up,” Jesus isn’t describing only His coming Crucifixion 

(see John 3:14–15). Isaiah used the same word to tell how the Messiah, after suffering for 

Israel’s sins, would be raised high and greatly exalted (see Isaiah 52:3). Elsewhere the term 

describes how kings are elevated above their subjects (see 1 Maccabees 8:13). 

 Troubled in His agony, Jesus doesn’t pray to be saved. Instead, as we hear in today’s 

Epistle, He offers himself  to the Father on the Cross—as a living prayer and supplication. 

For this, God gives Him dominion over heaven and earth (see Acts 2:33; Philippians 2:9). 

 Where He has gone we can follow—if  we let Him lead us. To follow Jesus means 

hating our lives of  sin and selfishness. It means trusting in the Father’s will, the law He has 

written in our hearts. Jesus’ “hour” contin-

ues in the Eucharist, where we join our 

sacrifices to His, giving God our lives in 

reverence and obedience—confident He 

will raise us up to bear fruits of  holiness. 

 

Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.   

Tuesday, Thursday 9am-12pm. 

    Wednesday  9am-11am    

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

  THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

 

MONDAY, MARCH 18TH 

5:30pm Mass  Peter Schmitt 

TUESDAY, MARCH 19TH 

8:00am , Mass Georgia Schrempp  

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20TH 

4:30 pm, Confessions 

5:30 pm, Mass Religious 

THURSDAY, MARCH 21ST 

8:00am , Mass  Holy Souls in Purgatory 

SATURDAY, MARCH 23RD                         

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo 

PALM  SUNDAY,  MARCH 24TH 

7:30 am,  Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo 



Parish Events & Notifications 

Organ Project Fundraising 

 

The church website now has a page for the organ project  

and  pictures of  work to this point.     
  

Online List of  Organ ranks for adoption  

 with sound samples, and info on how to give 

 are coming soon. 
 

I want to finish the positif  division and do a full tuning first. 

Holy Week Schedule  

Holy Thursday March 28th 6pm St Francis Xavier 

Good Friday March 29th 6pm St Francis Xavier 

Holy Saturday March 30th 7:30pm St Francis Xavier 

 

Easter Sunday March 31st 

Holy Mass 7:30am St Francis Xavier 

Holy Mass 9:00am St Patricks 

Holy Mass 11:00am St Francis Xavier 

 



Continued from cover... 

  In them, therefore, was fulfilled that terrible saying: ‘He that shall speak against the Holy Ghost, it shall 

not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in the world to come.' [St. Matt. xii. 32.] The Synagogue is nigh to 

a curse. Obstinate in her error, she refuses to see or to hear; she has deliberately perverted her judgment: she 

has extinguished within herself the light of the holy Spirit; she will go deeper and deeper into evil, and at length 

fall into the abyss. This same lamentable conduct is but too often witnessed nowadays in those sinners, who,   

by habitual resistance to the light, end by finding their happiness in sin. Neither should it surprise us, that we 

find in people of our own generation a resemblance to the murderers of our Jesus: the history of His Passion 

will reveal to us many sad secrets of the human heart and its perverse inclinations; for what happened in       

Jerusalem, happens also in every sinner’s heart. His heart, according to the saying of St. Paul, is a Calvary, 

where Jesus is crucified. There is the same ingratitude, the same blindness, the same wild madness, with this 

difference: that the sinner who is enlightened by faith, knows Him whom he crucifies; whereas the Jews, as the 

same apostle tells us, knew not the Lord of glory [1 Cor. ii. 8.] Whilst, therefore, we listen to the Gospel, which 

relates the history of the Passion, let us turn the indignation which we feel for the Jews against ourselves and 

our own sins; let us weep over the sufferings of our Victim, for our sins caused Him to suffer and die. 

 Everything around us urges us to mourn. The images of the saints, the very crucifix on our altar, are 

veiled from our sight. The Church is oppressed with grief. During the first four weeks of Lent, she compassionat-

ed her Jesus fasting in the desert; His coming sufferings and crucifixion and death are what now fill her with  

anguish. We read in to-day’s Gospel, that the Jews threaten to stone the Son of God as a blasphemer: but His 

hour is not yet come. He is obliged to flee and hide Himself. It is to express this deep humiliation, that the 

Church veils the cross. A God hiding Himself, that He may evade the anger of men - what a mystery! Is it     

weakness? Is it, that He fears death? No; we shall soon see Him going out to meet His enemies: but at present 

He hides Himself from them, because all that had been prophesied regarding Him has not been fulfilled.         

Besides, His death is not to be by stoning: He is to die upon a cross, the tree of malediction, which, from that 

time forward, is to be the tree of life. Let us humble ourselves, as we see the Creator of heaven and earth thus 

obliged to hide Himself from men, who are bent on His destruction! Let us go back, in thought, to the sad day  

of the first sin, when Adam and Eve bid themselves because a guilty conscience told them they were naked.  

Jesus has come to assure us of our being pardoned, and lo! He hides Himself, not because He is naked - He that 

is to the saints the garb of holiness and immortality - but because He made Himself weak, that He might make 

us strong. Our first parents sought to hide themselves from the sight of God; Jesus hides Himself from the eye 

of men. But it will not be thus for ever. The day will come when sinners, from whose anger He now flees, will 

pray to the mountains to fall on them and shield them from His gaze; but their prayer will not be granted, and 

they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven, with much power and majesty [St. Matt. xxiv. 

30]. 

 This Sunday is called Passion Sunday, because the Church begins, on this day, to make the sufferings of 

our Redeemer her chief thought. It is called also, Judica, from the first word of the Introit of the Mass; and 

again Neomania, that is, the Sunday of the new (or the Easter) moon, because it always falls after the new 

moon which regulates the feast of Easter.  

From: THE LITURGICAL YEAR BY THE VERY REV. DOM PROSPER GUÉRANGER, ABBOT OF SOLESMES 



 

 

Canvas Prints, Posters, Stickers, Magnets,  

Business Cards, Banners, Signs and More! 

509.818.0350 

 

 
 

SpokaneCatholic.Com  The Spokane Catholic Business Directory Including: 
Mass Times, Diocese Events, Daily Readings, and More!  

Air Conditioning 

Gas Conversions  

Plumbing/Heating  

Furnaces & Boilers 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

Furnaces & Boilers 

Plumbing/Heating  

Gas Conversions  

Air Conditioning 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

       
 

 

Guaranteed Virus Removal  
Computer Lessons For  

All Skill Levels  

 
 
 

Call Mike Today!  

(509) 999-0014 

  

 MANTLE OF MARY  
CUSTOM SCAPULARS 

ROSARIES   
Custom Devotionals 

208-914-5009 
www.mantleofmary.org   

Hardwood, 

Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Carpet 

 Installation, 

Sales & Repair 
 

Ask for John  
509-466-6433 
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Mention This Ad for 10% Off 

Your Quote  

 

PH (509) 598-8244 
Maintenance * Diagnosis * Brakes * Emissions 
 Engines * Transmissions * High Performance 

3620 N Nevada Street  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

509-288-9975 

“You never regret getting your books in check” 

SpokaneCatholic.Com Looking for Affordable 
advertising that  

supports Catholic  
values?  

Look no further! 
Advertise here to reach 
out to fellow parishion-
ers who may become 
your best customers! 

 

Call or text now  
509-362-1556 
We Support Local 

Catholic Businesses! 

SpokaneCatholic.com SpokaneCatholic.com 
Apply for Your 

FREE 
Business Listing 

Apply for Your 

FREE 
Business Listing 


